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DEBATER A EUROPA
A (DES) CONSTRUÇÃO DA EUROPA (1939 -1945 (DE) CONSTRUCTING EUROPE (1939 -1945 In Portugal, even before it was available, patients in life threatening situations due to the severity of their illness regarded penicillin as 'the last hope of salvation' 4 .
Family members and patient physicians sent innumerous appeals to the Portuguese Red
Cross requesting penicillin 5 . In response to these requests, the acquisition of penicillin for Portugal became a priority for the Portuguese humanitarian institution 6 . In hope of obtaining penicillin, the Portuguese Red Cross contacted Brazil, the United States of America and Great Britain 7 . Great Britain acknowledged the request but was unable to assist 8 the United States were also incapable to satisfy this request Although the main goal of the controlling committees was to supervise allocation and distribution of the scarce amount of penicillin available for civilian use, the procedures implemented in each country were different. antibiotic to other hospitals in their vicinity. The location the hospital, the number of existing beds, the rate of admission and the population served, were some of the major factors that determined the amount of penicillin consigned monthly to each healthcare 
Controlling Committees in Europe: Spain and France
As penicillin production increased and larger amounts of the therapeutic agent became available, the USA began to export the antibiotic to friendly and neutral countries. In order to supervise penicillin distribution, the US Foreign Economic Portugal. The procedures implemented by the Junta Consultiva were admirable, every phase of the process was exemplary organized and permitted that the scarce amount of penicillin available was accessible to those in desperate need of treatment. 43 'O Embaixador Dos Estados Unidos Entregou À Cruz Vermelha Portuguesa Uma Remessa de Setenta Milhões de Unidades de Penicilina', Diario de Lisboa, 19 Setembro 1944 , p. 4. 44 PEREIRA, Bernardo Futscher, A Diplomacia de Salazar (1932 -1949 Livro de correspondência expedida, Volume X. Lisboa : 1944 
